
FROM 
INVISIBILITY 
TO REMEMBRANCE: 
COMMEMORATING SLAVERY AT ST. MARY’S AND BEYOND

Presented by the African and African Diaspora Studies Program

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 2,  8 P.M. 
Cole Cinema, Campus Center

Keynote address: 
Ralph Gonsalves, Prime Minister of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
West Indies

Introduction: 
Tuajuanda C. Jordan, President of 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland

Roundtable Discussion:
Ralph Gonsalves, Prime Minister 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
West Indies 

Ana Lucia Araujo, professor of 
history at Howard University and 
author of “Reparations for Slavery 
and the Slave Trade: A Transnational 
and Comparative History”

Keri Leigh Merritt, author of 
“Masterless Men: Poor Whites and 
Slavery in the Antebellum South” 

Moderated by Garrey Dennie, 
Professor of History, St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland

THURSDAY, OCT. 3, 6 P.M. 
Boyden Gallery in Montgomery Hall

“Environmental Justice as a Civil 
Right: A Selection of works from 
the National Pavilion of Antigua and 
Barbuda, 16th Venice Architecture 
Biennale” Exhibition

Roundtable discussion: 
Students and faculty who 
participated in study tours to 
Antigua and Barbuda and St. Croix 

Presentation: 
Karran Harper Royal, executive 
director of GU272, the Georgetown 
University Descendants Association 
and co-founder of Parents Across 
America, a national public schools 
advocacy organization

Roundtable discussion/Q & A:  
Karran Harper Royal and St. Mary’s 
College faculty and students who 
worked on the artist selection of the 
campus commemoration project: 
A Commemorative to Enslaved 
Peoples of Southern Maryland

      RALPH GONSALVES 
Prime Minister of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 
West Indies

The tectonic form of a slave quarter materializes from the ground up evoking how this 
history was uncovered from archaeological research – making the invisible visible. The 
reflective metal and wood-cladded surfaces are composed of erasure poetry, creating 
a sculptural expression of commemoration, freedom, and slavery. 

Just as erasure poetry gives an existing work a new set of meanings, this work gives 
new meaning to the history of the site by juxtaposing the sports field with its slave 
plantation past. This dramatic tension connects our lives with the lives of slaves.

At night, the illuminated poetry will appear as a beacon, becoming an eternal vigil to 
the memory and resilience of the enslaved people who once lived, loved, worked, and 
resisted on the grounds of St. Mary’s College.

FROM ABSENCE TO PRESENCE
RE:site | Shane Allbritton and Norman Lee with poet Quenton Baker

FUTU R E S ITE OF 
SPR ING 2020

COMMEMORATIVE TO ENSLAVED 
PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND
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